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4-H CLUBS this camp for several years. ‘This camp is located 
4-H Clubs in Bellingham started as part of at Mashpee, Mass. and members go there from 
the school program in 1924. U.S. sponsored, Barnstable, Bristol, Norfolk, and Plymouth 
they have served millions of American youth. (iaeiess 
The girls did sewing and the boys manual Due to lack of leadership, there have only 
training in the basement of the school. Members been three clubs organized in 1968, a horse club 
made and served hot cocoa to South pupils who led by Lillian LaLiberte, a sewing club led by 
brought lunch. At that time, 4-H club activities Myrna Simonson, and a craft club with Thelma 
were included in the Superintendent of Schools \snbleseasaleader, 
PEPOrt, Meetings generally include a demonstration 
A four-year anniversary celebration was held or work period and a recreational program. 


in 1929. Gladys Cooke, daughter of Marie Cooke 
and the late Walter P. Cooke was awarded a 
week's trip to Washington, D. C. being one of 
four in the state to receive this, the highest 
prize given to a club member by the Extension 
Service. 


By 1931, meetings were held in the classroom, 


” - 
after school. Projects included sewing, crafts, Heya Rksey 5 ; J —— 
knitting, cooking, canning and manual training. i Fain a 4-H Group around 1957: Rita Desjarlais, Pauline 

Thelma Cook, (Mrs. Richard Ambler) of 196 y Desmarais, Jo-Anne Gardner, Kelly Richardson, 
Bellingham Center was Club leader in the South 9 Mrs. Thelma Ambler, Leader; Carol Hill, Dolly 
End in 1931. She later moved to the Center and Kearnan, Diane Stearns, Janice Peneau, grate 
led clubs there, where she received a pin and: ahd a EOE ral seers, Caiperine Fraser, Roben 
certificate for 25 years service. REED AUG Wire, Carener. 

In 1957, Mrs. Ambler’s son, Richard, won an 
all expenses paid trip to Chicago to the National 
Club Congress. He also won the Richardson Here is a larger view of the above picture. 
Trophy presented each year to the outstanding Somewhere in there are the girls identified 
club member of Norfolk County and he repre- above. Dog--unknown ? Whew--28 years ago } 


sented Norfolk County at a N. E. Recreational 
Conference at Burlington, Vt. 

When 4-H clubs were at their height, Belling- 
ham had close to 100 members. Members took 
trips to Boston, Worcester, among other places. 
Each year they attended the Eastern States 
Exposition on the first Saturday, 4-H Club Day, 
participating in the parade. Teenage girls at- 
tended “Teen Vour” each April in Boston where 
they went on guided tours of schools and _ hos- 
pitals for more information on their chosen 
fields. They exhibited at Weymouth, Rehoboth, 
Marshfield, and East Blackstone Fairs. They 
also put on demonstrations and exhibited on 
4-H Achievement Day at Norfolk County Agri- 
cultural High School. Each year, they parti- 
cipated in Store Window Exhibits and Poster 
contests sponsored by the County. 

Many members attended Camp Farley, a 4-H 
Camp on Cape Cod, some serving as Junior 
Counselors. Mrs. Ambler has been a Director of 


Courtesy--Thelma Ambler 
(Mrs. Richard Ambler.) 
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17 Depot 
Court, 


Bellingham. 
Remembers 


"When", 


In the Spring of 1985 we were given the 
privilege of enjoying a "long chat" with 
our Guest of Honor, "Ray", as he recalled 
some of his experiences in Bellingham. 
Many fond and cherished memories came to 
light that he could share with you as a 
permanent record of his past. This was 
most kind of him and is greatly apprecia- 
ted. 


Quote: (speaking of a tornado on his 
farm) "Well this day I was working at 
Draper's, my wife was out on the piazza 
when she heard this awful roar. She did- 
n't think anything of it. Lee Ambler and 
his father heard this noise also. They 
thought an oil tank had exploded in my 
shed. When they came nearer, up back of 
the barn, they could see this wagon, plow 
and harrow looking like an ice cream cone. 
These farm implements were going around 
and around AND around in the air and then 
suddenly were dropped to the ground} 

Over at McFarland's house on route 10 
the storm took a mat from the back door, 
raised it over the roof of the house and 
deposited it right on the front door ent- 
rance! Then the tornado blew away. 
Strange, a town highway truck nearby did 
not hear the noise at all, but they could 
see these things up in the air when they 
came down the hill. (from the " corners") 
A regular whirlwind--(tornado)" 

So I asked:"Where did you find the wag- 
on and the other implements ?" 

"Right back where they had been lifted 
from!) I had come home the night before 
and had taken the plow and harrow off,put 
them behind the wagon. (During the 
storm) the cow was out there some 20 feet 
behind the wagon while in the garden it 
swept a piece about 20 feet wide just as 
clean, well, you couldn't do anything any 
better with a vacuum cleaner |! Mowed the 
garden right down. Mr. Ambler said: "By 
gorra I thought your tank had exploded." 
Buddy Ambler was telling me about it when 
he was up here a couple months ago." 

"How about some anecdotes from the 
Grange, Ray ?" 

"Well we always had a good time at the 
Grange. We had hayrides and everything 
like that. Ruel Thayer would take his big 


truck and when we had snow, Ruel would 
hook up the horses, go up the railroad 
track, out to Blackstone by the Scofield 
Kelly's at their Grange. Have an oyster 
stew---Those days--they don't have ‘em 
now. When they started to scrape off the 
snow on the roads you couldn't hook up a 
sleigh. This past winter I saw a fellow 
hook up a horse and went for a little ride; 
he didn't go far on the bare road } 

See, at home (in Maine) in the old days 
they rolled the snow. They never plowed 
it. They had an 8-foot diameter roller to 
pack the snow down, 

The morning I first came up from Maine 
it had snowed the night before but we went 
cutting ice. [I lived with my sister, 
Marion. (Mrs. Ruel Thayer)" 

Then followed a discussion on the Jeffer- 
son Darling place where Carroll White lived 
for a time (west of "l-corners") and across 
the street where a new condominium project 
is about to be built. 67 houses had alrea- 
dy been sold but not even been built yet ! 
"What will they do for water and sewerage- 
don't know. They're going to have to go 
back to the old fashioned toilets."(They 
were self flushing!) "They're going to 
have another pond to contend with." 

(beyond the pond near route 140.) "There 
is also a large swamp in the area. They 
bury everything--my old barn and trees." 
"They used to cut wood for $1.25 a cord and 
now they get $15.00 per hour !" Mentioned 
a friend who had to buy a tractor--$3800 

as his had worn out--a lot of money. 

"When you can get $100 a cord now--doesn't 
seem possible." (Result of INFLATION. ) 

"The Grange used to put on a lot of 
MINSTREL shows--good talents. The Nash 
girls and brother, Harold, all participated 
We could go to a Grange meeting every night 
in the year somewhere in the USA. It was 
the largest order that was started by three 
men. We used to have good times. People 
were all jolly and together. Now they're 
not. They're all separate and go their own 
Waye 

I worked for Thayer's a number of years. 
Started out with a horse and wagon taking 
orders for customers. Then a truck was 
bought for me. Also sold hay and grain. 
Had a different route every day. To South 
Milford one day; to North Bellingham anot- 
her day and then to South Bellingham on a 
third day. It was a lot of fun and--a lot 
of work but I enjoyed it. Took all day to 
get the horse shod in South Bellingham. 
Used the old railroad track for part of the 
journey! 

When I moved out here I think that there 
were six farms between the center and the 
South. That's all there was. The road was 
so muddy then--had mud guards and ruhning 
boards. Some had horses and all they did 
was pull cars out of the mud !" 

"While up in Maine I saw the 20 mule 
Borax team and the moxie man riding a 


Bt: horse. (On a Rolls Royce chassis. ) 


Then we discussed Box Pond and the mur- 
der of Charles Burr back in 1915, drifting 
on to the famous story of the "Bellingham 
Navy Yard". How Ed Tuttle wrote to Wash- 
ington,during the WPA days, requesting 
some money to clean up the "YARD". Soa 
man was sent up here trying to find the 
"Navy Yard" 3 

Then Ray mentioned how one day Ed asked 
him to take him into Boston to the State 
House, Was introduced to all the "big 
shot4-politicians! On the way home again 
Ray learned the purpose of the trip. Kd 
went in to collect ---—— that was supposed 
to be used by him to campaign for Fitzger- 
aldl Ed was a well educated man as was 
his wife, a school teacher. (attested to 
by their off-spring.) 

Coming back again to the Burr murder, he 
revealed that our Chief of Police cut the 
foot-prints out of the ice--brought them 
home to use as evidence, not realizing 
that they would soon melt ! Many suspects 
but. the case was never really solved. 

Burr ran a "still" making moonshine for 
sale and a messy,bloody quarrel occurred 
when he was murdered and shoved through 
a hole cut in the ice of Charles River 
at Box Pond. 

Reviewed the Red Mill dam and pond with 
the 2 bridges over the dams that led to 
Gardner's home in the side hill. 

He recalled Percy Burr with his asthma 
suffering while a motorman on the old 
M A&W street railway line. The R.R. 
accident on the old "Ghost Train" line in 
South Bellingham when Rev. Davenport was 
killed. 

Also how Andor deJony nearly got killed 
at the same crossing when a locomotive 
hit his truck taking the rear end of it 
along with the seat from under him }! 

Ray found it hard to realize and accept 
the fact that when he talked about some- 
thing in the past with folks that they 
were much younger than he was 

We drifted into reflections of people we 
knew "ages" ago such as the Moore's,White's 
DiPietro's, Thibedeau's, Bourcier's and 
Spencer's. Many are already "gone, ” 

Ray goes on: "TI bought a horse in Medway 
that was MEAN while trying to put the 
bridle on. Was alright after I got it on. 
Invited a Bellingham man to try to put a 
bridle on this same horse. Sure he could }! 
But he didn't and became afraid of the 
horse. TI had to climb a stepladder in or- 
cer to bridle him because he had a habit of 
holding his head so high that made it impo- 
ssible to reach his head. One day my son 
helped me to cut and gather some hay in a 
field on the south side of route 10 and 
across from Charlie Crosses. When we had 
the wagon loaded I threw the reins up to 
my son whereupon the horse bolted in a 
dead run for home. The reins broke while 
trying to stop the horse so off they went. 
The horse stopped at the barn door and 
stood still until I came along to release 4 
him. in spite of all, not a bit of hay 


was lost, fortunately." 

His wife was raking hay one time when they 
stopped in back of the barn where the horse 
began stamping on a hornet's nestl 

"T hurriedly told her to get off the rake 
as quick as she could. I then grabbed the 
reins and drove the horse off and away from 
the nest. The horse didn't try to run or 
anything. Funniest thing I ever saw or 
heard of ! The hornets were buzzing around 
all over the horse, stinging him furiously 
everywhere. Thought I'd get stung, too, 
but I stood far enough away from the horse 
and the area so avoided being stung,luckily. 
Drove him down a ways and resumed raking 
again while avoiding the hornet area. 

An animal knows a lot. They won't step 
on you. If you're on the ground they'll 
step over you." 

"During trolley car days, Ernest Belcher 
as motorman, would get the morning papers 
for me. Would toss them out at our place 
where our dog would catch them and bring 
them into the house--every morning. How 
our dog enjoyed that chore--wagging his 
tail--pleased and proud as could be } 
Unfortunately, he got to "wandering" and 
disappeared. Doesn't seem right that a 
dog or cat should be denied doing these 
projects. Nothing like having a cat get 
up on your lap to purr contentedly, sure 
that it is being loved. 

Went to Grange one night where we played 
"drop the handkerchief". Ernest Aldrich 
was chasing Marion (my sister) when she 
stubbed her toe, fell with Ernest right on 
top--was terribly embarrassed but we got 
quite a "kick" out of that ! He was such 
a bashful, yet a good sport." 

Most of the old folks are now gone though 
his children check up on him regularly. 
Had eight children, 18 grandchildren and 
13 great-grandchildren. A township all 
his ownl 

"In those days you lived then and had a 
good time. You played and enjoyed your- 
selves at home. When the kids came home 
Anna (his wife) made sandwiches then we'td 
harness up the horse and go down into the 
woods to have a picnic, mosquitoes and alll 
We had gypsy moths in Maine and we were 
given a cent for every moth we brought to 
school! We brought in the cocoon for a 
cent apiece. Some came in with a hundred) 

Later I peddled bakery good:for a while 
from my own truck. Many wanted credit but 
I couldn't do it as it took capital to 
sponsor such a deal. Had twelve cows and 
peddled milk for a year at 10 cents a 
quart. The State wanted me to put in a 
milking machine with a pasteurization 
plant and everything! Raw milk was good 
enough for my children (and still the best) 
so if other people don't want to drink 
why--don't. Old Doc Joslin used to say: 
"You'll never catch anything from a cow 
even if they're tubercular!" 

On skinflints: "Well, there's too many loo- 
king for a sucker if they can catch them." 
Thanks, Ray, for the MEMORY, 


Carl Sandburg: 
He's the one who said,"Slang is a language that takes off his 


coat, spits on his hands, and goes to work." That sounds like good talking! 


(courtesy Rita Sawyer) 
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"A FRIENDLY THOUGHT FOR EACH DAY OF THE 
WEEK" Courtesy--Mae Vater 


Wouldn't this world be a different place 
If we began each day 
With the thought of helping someone 
That we meet along the way ? 


If we set out with a little prayer 
That through the day we'd find 

A chance to leave some sunshine 
And some happiness behind ? 


MONDAY 


Is there someone you know who'ts lonely, 
And haven't seen for a while ? 

Let them know that they're thought about 
With a call, a word, or a smile. 


TUESDAY 


Don't neglect the chance today 
To do some kindly act 
Or pay a little compliment 
With thoughtfulness and tact. 


WEDNESDAY 


This is a day for forgetting 
.. Yesterday's cares and its strife-- 
This is a day for remembering 
The joys and the blessings of life. 


THURSDAY 


Think of a friend who's in trouble-- 

Is there some little thing you can do 
If there's nothing else, then offer a 

prayer 

From a heart that's sincere and true. 


FRIDAY 


Today should be just for your loved ones-- 


Find some little way of expressing 


The thought that their love will always be 


Life'd greatest and sweetest blessing. 


SATURDAY 


You may have cares and duties 
There are dozens of things to be done 
But don't let the day come to an end 

Without some laughter and fun. 


SUNDAY 


This is a day for rejoicing 
For thinking of God above 
Arise and give thanks for the blessing 
Of His deep and abiding love. 


May these little thoughts 
From the heart of a friend 
Bring joy to your week 
From its start to its end." 


eX a 


‘ 


Bibb lettuce was not named for its shape but for John 
Bibb, a Kentucky farmer who developed it in his garden. 
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ONCE-- 
You live only ONCE--but if you live 
right--ONCE is enough } 


Joe’E. Lewis. 


ALONE-- 
You are born ALONE- 
You live--ALONE-- 
You die--ALONE ! 
Yul Brynner. 
JURY DUTY-- 


A couple of "old" ladies who were 
over 90 and 100 years respectively,receiv- 
ed a "form" letter ordering them to appear 
for jury duty ! Enclosed was also a form 
requiring them to fill out if they were 
eligible to be "excused" ! Of course, 
their reply was that they were "too old" 
to serve. Later they received a notice 
that because they were over 70 they would 
hoc “have to, fulfal) that; “duty.” 1 
Talk about the height of assininity--- 
didn't the officer handling these requests 
have available the ages of all citizens ? 
There was considerable time and postage 
involved in this episode to add to the 
costs that the poor taxpayer is burdened 
with needlessly. Bureaucracy---HMM ? 
Now, don't laugh, this happened to a lady 
in BELLINGHAM and a former resident ! 


You could be next ] 


Letter-- 

from Marjorie Belcher Greene--- 
"We enjoy receiving "Comments" so much and 
sure hope it may be continued for many 
years. A previous issue carried an inter- 
esting article on the "Crimpville Tavern" , 
It mentioned that a "Belcher" had owned it. 
That "Belcher" was my grandfather, Edward 
"Ned" Belcher and my father, Ernest Belcher 
was born there, Continued Success." 


This was the Tavern made famous when 
Deborah Samson enlisted there on May 20, 
1782; serving around 15 months before it 
was discovered that "she" was NOT a "he" 3} 


Where we have been publishing for over 12 
years we are confronted by a problem that 
many of you today,do not know many of the 
historical stories that have been featured 
in our "Comments". Therefore,we will from 
time to time, republish (repeat) some of 
the best stories that began in 1973;and 
has had world-wide reception from folk 

who have left Bellingham and enjoy getting 
refreshment for the "roots" still jn Bell- 
ingham. We hope you won't mind our doing 
so even though we are aware that some have 
been saving their copies from the first 
issue in Februaryof 1973. Little could 

Ed Sawyer envision such a lengthy endurance 
for his enterprise back then ! 


NOW for "THE BELLINGHAM NAVY YARD" story--- 


(June 1976) 
TOWN HISTORY 


"BELLINGHAM NAVY YARD” 
BOX POND 


Sequestered in a beautiful valley of the Quinobequin river, now 
called the Charles River, in the former Town of Mendon, lies a body of 
water that was created by a dam in the middle 1800's and called "Box 
Pond". In 1719, this area became part of the Town of Bellingham, 
Massachusetts. 


Not far from there was the railroad that ran from Boston to 
Woonsocket and built around 1860. People from Milford would arrive 
at the Depot by barge to travel to Woonsocket and elsewhere. The 
Milford line opened in 1868 from the Depot. 


Our yarn has its origin around 1860, so they say, when two resi- 
dents from Milford came on a cold November night after being in 
Woonsocket to indulge in the spirited nectar of high potency liquor, 
and arrived at the Depot in a staggering fashion. Apparently they 
were not interested in taking the barge back to Milford as they 
wandered over to the saw mill on Box Pond, where it was nice and warm 
in the boiler room, to stay for the night. Seneca Burr owned the saw 
mill until 1871 when he sold it to Joseph G. and James P. Ray of Frank: 
lin. Here our intrepid venturers lay down to peaceful sleep under the 
drug of alcohol on this Saturday night with no one to disturb their 
slumber on the morrow. However, during the night, a terrific windstorm 
must have suddenly swept down the length of Box Pond causing the logs 
to jam up in a strange fashion. When the sun rose in the morning one 
of the men looked out on the Pond and in disbelief rubbed his eyes and 
exclaimed, "Where in Blackstone, or words to that effect, are we? This 
must be the Bellingham Navy Yard:" Then pointing to some glistening 
logs aimed skyward, "Don't you see the guns?" 


Thus the legend created that mcerning long ago has tickled the 
ribs of many Bellinghamites and was made famous when around the turn 
of the century someone in the U. S. House of Representatives proposed, 
as a joke, a bill for the appropriation of $100,000.00 for the 


"Bellingham Navy Yard": The bill was near enactment when the hoax 
was revealed: 


Not to be outdone, we hear that sailors and workmen from the 
Charlestown Navy Yard came out to Box Pond one fine summer's day 
bringing their "refreshments" along in a wagon to enjoy a real country 
picnic. So from Sunday to Tuesday they were all too happy to think 
of returning to their base until the military police arrived and 
escorted them back again under heavy guard: Now the "Yard" had been 
initiated to go down in history forever: 


Under the leadership and through the perseverance of Edwin Tuttle, 
a Masonic Order was established in 1939 called the "Bellingham Navy 
Yard"! In 1942, they planted a Memorial tree on the Emmons Street 
side of the Franklin Masonic Temple in honor of the Revolutionary 
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| (June 1976) 


I martyr, Nathan Hale. Also, one to honor Alexander Scammell of Milford. 
| We might add, had they known at that time that Nathan Hale marched 
along Hartford Avenue on January 26, 1776, that a tree would have been 
planted along there somewhere instead and maybe a square could have 
been named in his honor also: 


We are indebted to Mr. Tuttle for the previous information which 
he had written about in October of 1951 and published in the Milford 
Daily News. 


If you are statistically inclined, the Charles River enters 
Bellingham at an altitude of about 230 feet above sea level and leaves 
at an elevation of 185 feet in Caryville. It is 222 feet at Box Pond. 
Thus the river meanders slowly from Hopkinton to Boston carrying water 
that stopped awhile to savor the shores of our "Bellingham Navy Yard", 
Long live the Yard myth. 


THE BELLINGHAM NAVY YARD 


An Association of Brethren of the \lost Ancient and Honorable Society of Free and Accepted Masons wt)» 
are still seeking Further Light. 


ACTIVE OFFICERS Admiral LOUIS E. DENFELD, Most Worshipful 
United States Navy (Retired), Admiral ANDREW GRAY JENKINS, 
BE anade in cba Tian and Commander of the Fleet. West- Grand Master of Massachusetts Mas- 
fond Ave... Belli panels Mil. boro, Mass. ons. Masonic Temple Boston, Mass. 
ford 3479-3. lingham ADMIRAL. 
ee, [Uustrious Master EDWARD M. TAYLOR, 
MGAMUEL, HOLMES WRAGG, P.G.M. Ad- eR ie a ee 
miral a Knight of the Temple, Need- Bestival Otticas ie a eae 
ham, ass. ; 
HONORARY ADMIRALS ; 
WHITFIELD W. JOHNSON, P. G. M. REV. DR. THOMAS S. ROY, P. G. M. BARL KENDRICK HALLING, P. G. M. 
Watertown, Mass. Worcester, Mass. Willimantic, Ct. 
JOSFPH EARL, PERRY, P. G. M. ALTON TILLINGHAST CURTIS, P. G. M. CARROLL HERBERT INGALLS, G. M. 
Belmont. Mass. Saylesville, R. I. Haverhill, N. H. 
HARRY S. TRUMAN, P. G. M. ALTON GROVER WHEELER, G. M. REV. HENRY F. COLLINS, PLG.M, 
Independence, Mo. Waterbury, Vt. Cotumbia, So. Carolina 
ROGER KEITH, 'p G. M. HAROLD C. CADY, P. G.M LLOYD E. WILSON, P. G. M. 
Brockton. vie Concord, N. H. San Francisco, Cal. 
ALBERT P. REURAT, P. G. M. CONRAD HAHN, G. M. HENRY DEAN PROUDFOOT, P. G. M 
Fostet.Ceutes RB. 1. Faston, Conn. Portland, Oregon 
GEORGE ALEXANDER FARRON, G. M. REV. AUDERY L. BURBANK, G. M. HENRY J. COOPER, G. M. 
Woonsocket, R. I. Waterville, Maine Warwick, R. I. ; 


Who was the famous explorer that lectured in the 
Opera House in Milford on his experiences in 
Antartica and showed movies of the expedition on 
May 10, 1932? 


(Answer) Admiral Richard E. Byrd, along with Floyd 
Bennett flew over the North Pole on May 9, 1926. 
Byrd established “Little America" on the Bay of 
Whales in Antartica in 1929. He crossed the South 
Pole on November 29, 1929 with Bernt Balchen as 
pilot on a 1600 mile journey by airplane. 


Do you remember that and were you there to hear 
and see? 


at 


% % 1909 EAT YOUR HEART OUT 1909 + % % 3% 
(don't expect to read the fine print !) 


watts ee eg ee eee eee 


YOU SHARE IN OUR PROFITS ON EVERY PURCHASE. SEE LAST (6 PAGES. 428 8EROCO CARPET SWEEPER, ¢9 48 
a 


LATEST DESIGNS in ROCKERS at CHALLENGE PRICES. TOMS TAATAR SaR DEP AOTESTAPER EY” 


AT $1.75 1.16 Tc Jiristy_ of wood seat, cobbler seat and upholstered seat rockers, all new. up to date designs, a , pads TION iy seca 
Detter variety, reliable and high ers a ever before any dealer, No! 4 
5 70 Sii.t we offer in our $3.96 roaker il below. an and he beautHlul rain of 


the case, which arc Drought out 
to perfection by the hand rub- 
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vey furniture stores, Weight, 30 pounds. AZ \ ie semaine Columbia 
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RIMEMBIRID 


St. Patrick's Day 


T am a wearer o! the Green this grand St. Patrick's Day. 
Me Irish eyes are smilin! and me heart 'tis feeling gay. 


T sang a couple Irish songs and danced an Irish jig, 
And think IT got me pot o! tea and took a little swig. 


A leprechaun whispered in me ear,"Look up your family tree;" 
'Twas to me sorrow to discover therets no [Irish blood in me ! 


(Now that's a blooming bloody find !) 
Advice--ONE WAY TO CATCH A MAN-- 


Elsie waited with baited breath for his answer ! 


-The Saturday Evening Post. 


FOR CRYING OUT LOUD ! 


Employees of the United States mint, assay offices and 
depositories will go ona lO-hour weep September 1. 


-Salt Lake Tribune. (Utah) 


OLDEST COOKBOOK "wy grandson, not quite three was given a glass of 7-up. 


The oldest known cookbook was 


Jsing both hands to hold the small glass, and lifting-1t to 


published in Spanish in 1390. It is his mouth, he felt the small bubbles in his nose. 'Grandma,' 


interesting to note that in its appen- ye observed, 
dix it dealt with the evils of over- 
eating and ways to overcome them. 


REMEMBER these ? 


Mary Martin, 


bright star 
of Happy go 
Paci y. a3 
that envy of 


who can wear 
her hair in 
dozens of 
ways--all 
"tops." 


| Good hairdressing tip for High Jinks 

| and big sisters too: charming forth- 

| right young Teresa Wright as you'll 9 
see her in Shadow of a Doubt 


women, a girl 


'it's raining in there |!" 


Bricktown, Ns. die 
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Richard Capistran Is Policeman In Woonsocket 


Bellingham Man Wins Big Jackpot 


4 


il ad ‘ # te all 
last night. With him is his wife Sharon, daughters Jessica, 


10, Alyssa, 5, and Joshua, 6, holding his father’s name card 
used for the game. (UPI) 


Richard Capistran of Bellingham, a Woonsocket police 
officer, is shown with his family after winning one million 
dollars in the Massachusetts State Lottery Big Money Game 


BELLINGHAM — A Bellingham 
husband and father of three, who is 
a Woonsocket, R.I. police officer be- 
came a millionaire last night in the 
state’s Big Money game drawing. 

Richard Capistran, 37, was the 
winner of $1-million in the drawing 


and will draw a $50,000 check 
($37,500 after taxes) for the next 20 
years. 

Capistran and his wife Sharon 
have three children ranging in age 
from 5 to 10 years, Jessica, Alyssa 
and Joshua. 


The couple said they plan to build 
a chalet in the White Mountains 
where they already own land. They 
said “it’s one of the things they’ve 
always dreamed about but could 
never afford,” according to Lottery 
spokesman Dave Ellis. 


A dispatcher at the Woonsocket 
police department said Capistran 
took today off. When asked if it was 
because of all the excitement of last 
night, he replied, “I don’t know any- 
thing about that.” 


Courtesy of 


Milford Daily News, Thursday, February 14, 1985. 


JUST FADING AWAY 


A prisoner had a series of 
bad luck soon after he went to 
jail. First, he had to have his 
teeth pulled, then his appendix 
removed. Then he had an acci- 
dent, and his right arm was 
amputated. . 

The warden, visiting him in 
the infirmary, accused him 
thusly: sag i 

“You can’t. fool me, Bright- 
on. You’re just trying to es- 
cape piece by . piece.”’ 
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A TEACHER REMEMBERS 


Presenting for your pleasure,Guest 
Editor, Miss Margaret Drown, teacher in 
North Bellingham 1930-1935. 


"About fifty years ago, I 
taught the primary grades,1& 2, 
in the North Bellingham school. 
Our school included children 
from two villages, North Bell- 
ingham and Caryville. 

This was during the Depression, 
and in the pre-television, pre- 
space-travel days. School WAS 
the BIG thing in the lives of 
these boys and girls. 

Most of the children walked to school. 
Only the few who lived too far away came 
on the "barge. This was a motor vehicle, 
not a horse drawn affair such as the one 
in which the schoolmates of my childhood 
rode. But it was not much like the modern 
school bus, either. 

We didn't have many of the things now 
considered essential for a school, but not 
knowing what we were missing, we did not 
feel deprived, and the children learned. 

Our building had four large classrooms 
on two floors. There was no principal's 
office, no auditorium, no gymnasium and no 
library or media center. Our rooms were 
heated by hot air, often accompanied by 
coal gas! We had indoor plumbing, but no 
drinking founteins. Perhaos the water was 
not suitable for drinking, as our drinking 
water came from the neighborts well. It 
was served to the puvils from a pail, and 
each child had their own cup or glass, 

Our audio-visual aids consisted of black 
board and chalk, books and pictures. 

There was a piano in the upper-grade clas- 
sroom, and our primary class had rhythm 
band instruments. We had neither radio 
nor television, and no projectors, tape 
recorders, or computers. 

In place of a bulletin board, we had 
picture wire strung in rows between the 
windows and the corner of the room, on 
which pupils't work was displayed. 

Our duplicators were hectographs-- 
devices with a jelly-like substance in a 
wooden frame. Spirit duvlicators and 
copiers were still in the future. 

Our seat work materials included the 
following: boxes of parquetry blocks for 
making pretty designs; boxes of letters 
for building sentences, or reading, spell- 
ing, and phonics words; colored wooden 
pegs and boxes of numbers for "number 
work, Workbooks were a new idea. We 
used our first workbooks in my fourth 
year there. 

We had textbooks in reading, spelling, 
phonics, music and penmanship. In the 4 
primary grades the arithmetic, language, “ 
health, science, and social studies 
(though not called by that name then) 
were taught without books. 


l2 


Qur chalkboards in those days were 
always black, which faded into gray, but 
they were big rectangles of real slate. 

There was no Parent-Teacher Association 
in North Bellingham; room mothers and 
teachers! aides were unknown to us3; but 
we had a few helpers who gave the children 
a change from their regular fare. The 
music supervisors, Mrs. Frances Settle, 
and then Evelyn Mayer, brought cheer to 
both teachers and pupils. We were always 
glad to see our school nurses, Miss Helen 
Grady and Miss Ann Edwards, who were from 
the District Nursing Association in 
Milford. Occasionally the 4-H Club people 
visited us, too. 

Then in my last two years, we had some- 
thing new--a handwriting supervisor, Mr. 
William Rinehart. His teaching brought 
about a dramatic improvement in the writ- 
ing of all school pupils all over town. 
From him I learned principles and methods 
that IT use to this day in teaching penman- 
ship. 

My pupils were happy also to have their 
Superintendent (my Dad) visit school, as 
he gave a penny (real money in those days) 
to each child who correctly recited a 
multiplication "table 


Carroll H. Drown 


Superintendent of 


Schools, Bellingham, 
Mendon, Hopedale. 


"In my mind I can still hear the rhythmic 
way they said these numbers: "Two times 
two equals four,"etc., with the voices 
dropping at the end of each"line. ” 

The playground wasn't paved, nor was it 
level, and there was no playground appar- 
atus, but the boys and girls were: resour- 
ceful, and had a good time just the same. 

Our schoolyard was large, and we were 
situated in the country, with woods behind 
the playground, and a pasture on one side. 

Having no auditorium did not stop us 
from having entertainments. ‘We were sure 
to have a Christmas party and program, 
for which two classes usually joined in 
one classroom. 

An annual event was our health-oriented 
May Day, held out of doors, since all:four 
classes took part. (I don't recall any 
problems with the weather. ) 

Other special days were celebrated in 
our rooms. 

Some of us led l\-H Clubs which met after 
school. I had the beginners in sewing. 

Ne chose the "Happy Sewing Circle" for 
our club. 

We sometimes had parties, especially on 
Valentines Day. There were Maybasket 
parties, too. These were engineered by 
the pupils themselves--any group who 
decided to "hang a Maybasket on the 
teacher,” as they expressed it. 


Clara Macy and I had a secret agreement 
about these parties, but I think it can be 
told now! Usually a group who wished to 
have a Maybasket party for one of us, 
would ask the other for help in getting 
the teacher out of the room, while they 
brought in the Maybasket. So she would go 
to the other teacher and say something like 
this: "Will you please come into my room 
for a few minutes? I need to ‘lure you 
away' for a while.” The teacher who was 
"lured away" was quick to catch on, to 
cooperate so that the party planners could 
proceed with their plans. Of course the 
recipient of the Maybasket expressed sur- 
prise and pleasure when she saw what they 
had brought. 

We had never heard of field trips in 
those days. But there was one thing that 
almost might fall into that category. 
After school one winter day, a group from 
my class took a sled, some tools, and me, 
to a pasture where we chose and cut down 
our own Christmas tree, and then brought 
it to school on the sled. 

I have many havpy memories of my five 
years in the North Bellingham School. 

I remember the mystery surrounding the 
fate of the two crickets we had in an 
"escape-proof" box (cage) for future study. 
One day when I arrived at school I found 
that one cricket was headless, and the 
other was nowhere to be seen} 

I remember the "little dog with long fin- 
ernails and a funny nose" that a grounv of 
children excitedly described to me one day. 
They had found it (dead) in the swampy 
part of the playground. It turned out to 
be a star-nosed mole. I .remember how sad 
we were when the Phoebe's nest on the boys! 
porch had been knocked down. I also remem- 
ber the many lice which crawled over’ the 
baby birds, and on our hands when we pick- 
ed them uv] 

I remember Frankie, who could get into a 
fight, and yet go home neat as a pin. As 
he said, he had to, or there would be con- 
sequences] 

IT remember when Buddy discovered that 
his tongue was going just the way his 
pencil did in writing class! 

I was glad when I learned that Billy had 
accidentally (?) drooped the note into the 
brook that I had written to his mother 
about his behavior. She didn't need to 
know... 

Helen knew more than the teacher about 
some things. It was she who taught me to 
count to twenty in Polish! I can still 
count to TEN. 

I remember that when I was treating 
Tddies knee, I asked him how he happened 
to fall down. His answer was, "I just 
tipped over" ! 

I remember Dotty and Danny who lived in 
"the block,’’ and Anna and Mae who lived 
closest to the school. 

I remember that George was my handyman, 
ready to helv with any clean-up job. I 
also remember what a good penman he and 


his sisters, Olga and Frieda, were. Maybe 
they inherited artistic ability from their 
mother. 

I remember Joey and "Vah" (Walter), who 
sat right in the front seats--not that they 
were naughty--I just wanted them near me. 
I was pleased to learn in later years that 
one of them had become a teacher himself. 

I remember Clara Macy, the teacher of 
grades three and four, who became my life- 
long friend. Laura Fitzpatrick, also from 
North Bellingham, taught grades five and 
six my first year there. After she was 
married, Helen Pickard took her place. 
Helen (now Mrs. Cromie) and I still write 
each other at Christmas. The upper-grade 
room was taught by Margaret Lennon, who 
had been my eighth-grade teacher in Medway. 
A few years ago we renewed our acquaintance 
by correspondence, and kept in touch until 
her death. After Miss Lennon transferred 
to another school, Lilliam Martin became 
the Principal and seventh and eighth 
grade teacher. We,too, have had a few 
contacts throught he years. 

If I were asked to tell in one word what 
T consider an outstanding characteristic 
of the North Bellingham boys and girls, I 
think I would use the word LOYALTY--- 
loyalty to family, home and school. 

I remember something I heard the last 
day of school one year, which both amused 
and pleased me. At the end of a school 
year T had often heard school boys chant- 
ing this rhyme: 

"No more pencils, no more books, 

No more teachers! cross-eyed looks." 
But my boys had their own version. Guess 
what they were singing! 


"No more pencils, no more books, 
No more school for the Bellingham 
: bums." 


Margaret C. Drown " 


Wouldn't it be nice if some of you who 
were mentioned herein that you would be so 
kind as to let us know some of your exper- 
fences in her class ? So send them on. 


we are most grateful that Miss Drown took 
the time to reminisce and present us with 
this fine story from a colorful past when 
a teacher in Bellingham. There are a LOT 
more that could give us a "spark" from 

their past to brighten days for those who 
were part of that era. How about it ? 


On the next page are two more pictures from 
Miss Drown's collection of her boys and 
girls in North Bellingham. Are you among 
them ? 


THE GOOD OLD DAYS’ 


"MY RHYTHM BAND" Margaret C. Drown 
Grades one & two. N.Bellingham | 


Danny Nadolny, Janet Brown, Helen Jastrembski, Helen Marie Buckley 
Mary Foley, 22. , George Melrose (in front), Walter Pratt, Frank 
Arnold, Claire Fitzpatrick, William Wright. 

Can someone identify the boy in back of George Melrose ? 


LEAP-FROG in the May Day Health program. 


Mb fe e. hp 


Walter Nadolny, Daniel Breen, Warren Lakeman, Edmund Darling, (?) 
Joseph Michalowski. 


14 


The old "Tavern" House 
Home of Dr. John Corbett, ed, Dr. Samuel L. Scammell,2d 
Dr. John Scammell, Maj.John Scammell,& Hamblet Barber. 


Built around 
17L.0-'50. 


Toll house for 
Worcester and 
Taunton turnpike. 


Also, Boston-- 
Hartford 
turnpike. 


Stood at the 
corner of Grove 
and Hartford 
Avenue streets. 


REMEMBER WHEN 


This picture was taken for the 1919 History of Bellingham. 


Below is a picture taken much earlier showing the trees 
that provided ample shade. Note the removal of the fence 
and the enlarged piazza. Grandma Thayer and Ray Howard, 
along with a dog,in back of the fence. It is such a 
shame that so fine a building of historical significance 


was razed. What a story it could tell. 
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BELLINGHAM HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Town Hall 
Bellingham, Massachusetts 02019 


FIRST CLASS MAIL 


That "GRIM REAPER" with the long beard and scythe has 
gathered more of our fans to make room for the young. 
Henry R. Cook, 80 of Wrentham Road and Fred 0. Rhodes,76, 
from Maine, formerly Bellingham. are gone but not forgott- 
en. The tragic demise of Robert Purich in an explosion 
that burned him beyond recognition has saddened many. 
Ernest (Bud) Irons of Mendon, (83). Dorothy (Daniels) 
Meck, Bryantville, MA.Richard BE, “icknott, Rel lingham 


Sad--but True ! 
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ON OCT. 12, 1985, A TRAGEDY OF UNBELIEVEABLE PROPORTIONS 
AND CONSEQUENCES OCCURRED IN THE OLD SECTION OF THE NORTH 
RELLINGHAM CEMETERY. VANDALS ENGAGED IN A DEVASTATING 
AND DESTRUCTIVE BURST OF DISRESPECT BY SMASHING GRAVE*+ 
STONES INDESCRIMINATELY WITH UTTER DISREGARD FOR THEIR 
AGE AND HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE. MANY SLATE GRAVESTONES, 
QUARRIED NEARBY, WERE SMASHED TO PIECES AND DESTROYED — 
COMPLETELY. EVEN MARBLE STONES RECEIVED THE BRUNT OF 
THEIR DESTRUCTIVE FORCE---WHY ??77? THIS CEMETERY IS THE 
OLDEST IN TOWN, OLDER THAN THE TOWN ITSELF WHICH WAS 
FOUNDED IN 1719. 

THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME THAT THE CEMETERY HAS BEEN 
VANDALIZED, BUT NEVER TO THIS EXTENT. WE WOULD HATE TO 
THINK THAT THE VANDALS LIVE IN BELLINGHAM. HOPEFULLY, 
THE YOUTH OF BELLINGHAM WOULD WANT TO PROTECT OUR HALLOWED 
GROUNDS AND THEIR HISTORIC VALUE. 

THE SLATE STONES OF OUR EARLY SETTLERS ARE A THING OF 
THE PAST THAT CAN NEVER BE DUPLICATED. ONCE THEY ARE 
DESTROYED, THEY ARE GONE FOREVER. THE ELEMENTS TAKE THEIR 
TOLL ON THESE HEADSTONES BUT SOME HISTORIANS ARE FINDING 
WAYS TO PRESERVE THEM. WE WOULD LIKE TO THINK THAT OUR 
DESCENDANTS, FOR MANY MORE GENERATIONS, COULD ENJOY THEIR 
HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE. TO ALL OUR CITIZENS, WE WOULD ASK ; 
THAT YOU PROTECT AND PRESERVE ALL OF OUR PRECIOUS : 
HERITAGE. TOO MUCH OF OUR PAST HAS ALREADY BEEN DESTROYED : 
BY NATURE, FIRE, VANDALS AND DEVELOPERS, : 


SORT RRO OR ARR ORR PORTE ORR RRORTo , 
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ONE NUT TO SCATTER IT 
ALL OVER THE ROAD. 
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Courtesy 
Rita Sawyer 


B,.Abe. Gs 16 The Bellingham North Cemetery was the scene of 
destruction several weeks ago when vandals shat- 


